[Staphylokinase].
Myocardial infarction is due to thrombotic occlusion of a coronary artery. Current thrombolytic agents have demonstrated their major value by inducing a significant reduction of mortality, but they nevertheless present certain limits: 1) excellent arterial patency is obtained in only about 50% of cases; 2) reocclusions persist in 5 to 10% of cases; 3) very severe complications, such as cerebral haemorrhages, have not disappeared (about 0.5% of cases). There is therefore a large field of action for development of the optimal thrombolytic agent. Research concerning staphylokinase, classified among third generation thrombolytic agents, is therefore situated in this context. Staphylokinase is a protein known to possess profibrinolytic properties for more than four decades, but has been the subject of renewed interest over recent years. This article reviews the characteristics, mechanism of action and fibrinolytic properties of staphylokinase. It recalls the main results obtained in animal models and summarizes the main clinical trials in man.